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DECISION
ON EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT OF THE MEDIA MONITORING BOARD FOR THE PERIOD FROM MAY 28, 2009 TO JUNE 14, 2009
The Central Election Commission in its meeting on 17.06.2009, with the participation of: 
Arben           RISTANI 
Chairman
Dëshira 
SUBASHI   
Deputy Chair
Artan 

LAZAJ

Member
Hysen 

OSMANAJ
Member
Klement 
ZGURI

Member
Pandeli 
VARFI

Member
Vera 

SHTJEFNI
Member
Examined the issue with 

OBJECT: 
Examination of the Media Monitoring Board Report for the period from 28.05.2009 to 14.06.2009.      
LEGAL FRAMEWORK:     
Article 21, item 1 and Article 85, item 2, 3 and 4 of Law No.10019, dated 29.12.2008 “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”.
The CEC after examining the submitted documentation and hearing the discussions of the representatives of political parties, 
NOTES
The Media Monitoring Board has submitted to the CEC the monitoring report for the period starting from May 28, 2009 to June 14, 2009. This report shows in detail the coverage by the monitored radio and television stations regarding the electoral campaign held in the above dates by the parties running for the 2009 elections to the Albanian Assembly. 

This report consists of the presentation report of the electoral campaign conducted during the period from May 28, 2009 to June 14, 2009.
Along with the report, the Media Monitoring Board has submitted a summary table presenting the broadcasting time each television operator monitored by the MMB has had at its disposal for each political party regarding the news edition, other programs, advertisements and publicity spots. In addition, based on Article 85, item 4 of the Electoral Code and Decision No.155 dated 07.05.2009 “On composition, way of establishing and functioning, and the procedures followed by the Media Monitoring Board”, the MMB in its report has proposed the measures to compensate in television timing the political parties running for 2009 elections to the Albanian Assembly. 

The MMB in its report submitted to the CEC, has come to the following conclusions: 

1. On news editions:
TVSH should compensate the time in favor of the Socialist Party by 23 minutes;

TV Klan should compensate the time in favor of the Socialist Party with 359 minutes (upon the request of TV Klan, the data are being processed in order to divide this timing into Special edition time and news edition time);

Top Channel should compensate time in favor of the Democratic Party with 84 minutes;

Vizion Plus should compensate time in favor of the Democratic Party with 57 minutes;

TV Koha should compensate time in favor of the Democratic Party with 89 minutes;

Shijak TV should compensate time in favor of the Socialist Party with 44 minutes;

Ufo Education should compensate the time in favor of the Socialist Party 42 minutes;

News 24 should compensate the time in favor of the Democratic Party with 211 minutes;

Ora News should compensate the time in favor of the Democratic Party with 34 minutes;

Nesër TV should compensate the time in favor of the Democratic Party with 63 minutes;

A1 should compensate the time in favor of the Democratic Party with 136 minutes;

Mediasat should compensate the time in favor of the Socialist Party with 36 minutes.

Regarding this issue, the minority of the MMB members have also expressed their view, proposing different compensation time for the above operators. 

2. On special editions and talk shows:
Basing on the progressive report for the period from 28.05.2009 to 10.06.2009 regarding the special programs it results that the Albanian Public Television has broadcasted 52 minutes in favor of the Democratic Party.

The MMB proposes to the CEC to ask the APT to compensate the Socialist Party with the same time.

In addition, basing on Article 81 item 2 of the Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania, the broadcasting time in favor of the Socialist party should be compensated within 48 hours, and the necessary broadcasting time should also be given to other parliamentary parties under 20%.

Ora News should compensate the Socialist Party with 100 minutes on Special Programs, a broadcasting time which results in favor of the Democratic Party. The 15 minutes coverage on Special Programs in favor of the Republican Party should be compensated with another parliamentary party of the left wing.
News 24 should compensate the Democratic Party regarding the TV program “Five questions by Babaramo”.

Ufo Education should compensate on special programs the Socialist Party by 90 minutes, and should compensate the Democratic Party with a program titled “Forum”.

Nesër TV has broadcasted two series of the “Fact” program in favor of the Democratic Party. It has also broadcasted two series of “Aktualitet” (Actuality) in favor of Democratic Party and a program in favor of the left parties which have less than 20% of seats in parliament. 

Following 84, item 3 of the Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania, special programs should be aired also for the parliamentary parties with less than 20% in parliament, with the double of the time, which is allocated to the political subject Socialist Movement for Integration (SMI), which results with 388 minutes aired in this station. 
In addition, we note that regarding the special programs, the Democratic Party has a time of 505 minutes. For this reason, BMM proposes to the CEC to require compensation of Democratic Party time with 271 minutes. Based on article 84, item 2 of the Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania, BMM also proposes to the CEC to require compensation with the same time for the Socialist Party. The latter has a coverage of 11.00 minutes in the special programs  in Nesër TV and should be compensated with 771 minutes.
BMM proposes to the CEC to require a compensation with one representative of DP and one small left-wing party in “Free Zone” program by Vizion Plus operator.

3. For the political party spots
Tv Klan – aired time: 175 minutes for DP
Exceeded time:
85 minutes
Ufo Education – aired time: 126 minutes for DP 
Exceeded by:
36 minutes
News 24 – aired time: 116 minutes for SP
Exceeded by:
26 minutes
Real TV– aired time: 124 minutes for LSI

Exceeded by:
34 minutes
BMM proposed to the CEC that the above operators which have exceeded the time of political party spots for the above parties stop broadcasting spots for these parties.   

4. For broadcasting outside permitted hours

BMM proposes to the CEC that the following operators:

1. Klan Tv

2. Vizion Plus

3. Alsat

4. Real Tv

5. Ufo Education

6. News 24

7. Koha Tv

Which have broadcasted electoral spots outside permitted hours, to stop airing spots during the hours which are not provided for in the Electoral Code.
5. Regarding monitoring in the other towns
After monitoring the programs by BMM from 01.06.2009 until 13.06.2009, the following were found:
· Berat Region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from “Berati” TV compensation of 320 minutes in favor of the Democratic Party and 502 minutes in favor of Socialist Party and to cover the activities of Parties which have up to 20% in the Assembly.  

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from Onufri TV a compensation of 473 minutes in favor of Democratic Party and to cover the activities of parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.  

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Kuçova a compensation of 744 minutes in favor of the Socialist Party and to cover the activities of parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.  

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from cable TV Kuçova a compensation of 205 minutes time in favor of DP and to cover the activities of parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.  
· Fier Region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from “Kombi” Television a compensation of 362 minutes in favor of DP, 272 minutes in favor of SP and 235 minutes for the other parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from AVN TV a  time compensation of 14.55 minutes in favor of DP and 42 minutes for the other parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Apollon a time of 81.95 minutes in favor of DP and 72 minutes for the other parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly, which have not been covered by this operator. 
· Elbasan Region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Egnatia a time compensation of 81.95 minutes in favor of SP and to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM suggests the CEC to require Tv Skampa to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

· Gjirokastër Region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Gjirokastra a time compensation of 17.11 minutes in favor of SP and to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Alpo a time compensation of 9.24 minutes in favor of SP and to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Channel 7 a time compensation of 5.51 minutes in favor of DP and 8.86 minutes in favor of SP and to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

· Vlorë Region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Focus a time compensation of 25 minutes in favor of DP and 25 minutes in favor of SP and cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

· Shkodër Region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Antena Nord to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Rozafa a time compensation of 355.9 minutes in favor of SP and to cover the activities of parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV1 Channel a time compensation of 124.4 minutes in favor of SP and to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require Saranda TV to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

· Sarandë region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from Tele Joni a time compensation of 19.44 minutes in favor of SP and to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

· Dibër region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Dibra a time compensation of 41.7 minutes in favor of DP and to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV Drini a time compensation of 134 minutes in favor of DP and 68 minutes in favor of SP.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from TV D1 a time compensation of 105 minutes in favor of DP and 120 minutes in favor of SP.

· Korçë Region
BMM proposes to the CEC to require from Lobi Television to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from Magic Star to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

BMM proposes to the CEC to require from Korca TV to cover activities of the parties which have less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly.

In addition, the Social Democratic Party, Democratic Party and Socialist Movement for Integration (SMI) have filed claims for compensation with additional time in their favor. 
In its meeting on __.06.2009, the CEC examined the BMM report. At the end of the discussions of the CEC members and representatives of political parties, the CEC estimated that the proposals submitted by the CEC should also include the time served to cover some government activities in the news editions, such as the inauguration in Porto Romano and Devolli cascade, as they have elements of election campaign in it. Under these conditions, this time should be calculated in favor of DP. Regarding BMM proposals for special editions and debates, the report submitted by MMB is accurate and professional. In addition, the CEC found that the requests submitted by the above complainants are grounded. 
FOR THIS REASON
The Central Election Commission, based on article 21, point 1 and article 85 of the law no.10019, dated 29.12.2008 “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”
DECIDED:

1. To order the TV operators to compensate with additional time in the news editions as follows: 
a) TVSH shall compensate SP with 43.3 minutes of time;

b) TV Klan shall compensate SP with 116.6 minutes of airing time
c) Top Channel shall compensate DP by 77.4 minutes of additional time;

d) Vizion Plus shall compensate DP by 55.3 minutes of additional time;

e) TV Koha shall compensate DP by 80 minutes of additional time;
f) Shijak TV shall compensate SP by 47.9 minutes of additional time;
g) Ufo Education shall compensate SP by 43.6 minutes of additional time;
h) News 24 shall compensate DP by 87 minutes of additional time;

i) Ora News shall compensate DP by 31.2 minutes of additional time;

j) Neser TV shall compensate DPwith 47.4 minutes of additional time;

k) A1 shall compensate DPwith 136 minutes of additional time;

l) Mediasat shall compensate SPwith 43.3 minutes of additional time;

2. To order TV operators to compensate through additional airing time for special editions and debates as follows:
a) TVSH shall compensate SP by 52 minutes of additional time;

b) TV Klan shall compensate the Socialist Party with 243 minutes of additional airing time;
c) Ora News shall compensate SP with 100 minutes of additional time and other left parties with less than 20% of the seats in the Assembly, with 15 minutes of airing time;

d) News 24 shall compensate DP with one program “Five questions by Babaramo” and 124 minutes of additional airing time;

e) Ufo Education shall compensate the Socialist Party with 90 minutes of additional airing time and shall compensate the Democratic Party with one program “Forum”.

f) Nesër TV shall compensate the Democratic Party with 271 minutes of additional time and the Socialist Party with 771 minutes of additional aired time.
g) Vizion Plus shall give the Democratic Party the possibility to be represented in the TV program “Free Zone”.

3. To order TV operators to stop airing the electoral spots as follows:
a) Tv Klan for the Democratic Party;
b) Ufo Education for the Democratic Party and the Republican Party;
c) News 24 for the Socialist Party;
d) Real TV for the Socialist Movement for Integration Party;
4. To order the following TV operators not to broadcast electoral spots beyond the hours provided for in the Electoral Code.
a) Klan Tv

b) Vizion Plus

c) Alsat

d) Real Tv

e) Ufo Education

f) News 24

g) Koha Tv

5. To order local TV operators to compensate with additional airing time for the news editions and special programs as follows:

a) TV Berati Berat to compensate the Democratic Party with 320 minutes of additional airing time and the Socialist Party with 502 minutes of additional time, also to air the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

b) TV Kuçova Berat to compensate the Socialist Party with 744 minutes of additional time and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

c) TV Kuçova cable TV Berat to compensate the Democratic Party with 205 minutes of additional airing time and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

d) TV Kombi Fier to compensate the Democratic Party with 362 minutes of additional airing time, the Socialist Party with 272 minutes and 235 minutes of additional airing time for the parliamentary parties that have less than 20 % of seats in the Assembly;

e) TV AVN Fier to compensate the Democratic Party with 14.55 minutes of additional airing time, and 42 minutes for the parties that have less than 20 % of seats in the Assembly;
f) TV Apollon Fier to compensate the Democratic Party with 81.95 minutes of additional time, and 72 minutes for parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

g) TV Egnatia Elbasan to compensate the Socialist Party with 74.48 minutes of additional airing time, and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

h) TV Skampa Elbasan to air the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;
i) TV Gjirokastra Gjirokastër to compensate the Socialist Party with 17.11 minutes of additional airing time, and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

j) TV Alpo Gjirokastër to compensate the Socialist Party with 9.24 minutes of additional airing time and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

k) TV Channel 7 Gjirokastër to compensate the Democratic Party with 5.51 minutes of additional time, the Socialist Party with 8.86 minutes and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

l) TV Fokus Vlorë to compensate the Democratic Party with 25 minutes of additional airing time and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

m) TV Antena Nord Shkodër to air the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

n) TV Rozafa Shkodër to compensate the Socialist Party with 355.90 minutes of additional time and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

o) TV1 Channel Shkodër to compensate the Socialist Party with 124.4 minutes of additional airing time, and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

p) Tele Joni Sarandë to compensate the Socialist Party with 19.44 minutes of additional airing time and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

q) Saranda Televizion Sarandë to air the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

r) TV Dibra Dibë to compensate the Democratic party with 41.70 minutes of additional airing time, and to broadcast the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;
s) TV Drini Dibër to compensate the Democratic Party with 134 minutes of additional airing time and the Socialist Party with 68 minutes of additional time;

t) TV D1 Dibër to compensate the Democratic Party with 105 minutes of additional airing time, the Socialist Party with 120 of additional time;

u) Lobi Televizion Korçë to air the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

v) TV Magic Star Korçë to air the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

z ) TV Korça Korçë to air the timing in favor of the parties that have less than 20% of seats in the Assembly;

6. To order the following TV operators to compensate the Socialist Movement for Integration Party with additional airing time for the news editions as follows:
a) TVSH to compensate the Socialist Movement for Integration Party with 176 minutes;
b) Top-Channel to compensate the Socialist Movement for Integration Party with 88 minutes;
c) News 24 to compensate the Socialist Movement for Integration Party with 310 minutes.
7. To order the following TV operators to compensate the Social-democratic Party with additional airing time for the news editions as follows:

a) TVSH to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 164 minutes;
b) TV Klan to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 111 minutes;
c) News 24 to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 186 minutes;
d) Top-Channel to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 67 minutes;
e) Ora News to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 104 minutes;
f) Vizion+ to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 50 minutes;
g) Alsat to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 71 minutes;
h) TV Koha to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 41 minutes;
i) Nesër TV to compensate the Social-democratic Party with 113 minutes.
This decision comes immediately into effect.
Complaint against this Decision can be filed with the Electoral Code, at Tirana Appeal Court, within 5 days from its publication.
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