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DECISION
ON ADOPTION OF THE SPECIAL VOTING ASSISTIVE DEVICE THAT ENABLES BLIND VOTERS TO READ THE BALLOT SHEET 
The Central Election Commission, in its meeting on 06.06.2009, with the participation of:
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Deputy Chair
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Member
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Member
Examines the issue with:

OBJECT:
On adoption of the use of the special voting assisting device, which enables the blind to read the ballot sheet
LEGAL FRAMEWORK:

Article 21, item, 1, Article 108, item 8, of Law No 10019, dated 29.12.2008 “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania” 

The Central Election Commission, after examining the submitted documentation and hearing the discussions of political parties,

NOTES:

The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania, adopted with Law No. 10019, dated 29.12.2008, Article 108, item 8, establishes the CEC obligation to provide the voting center commissions with special voting devices, which allow the voters to read and understand the ballot sheet and to vote independently. It is the CEC obligation to provide special voting aid for blind voters, based on information received by the head of the local government unit. Considering that this information was not available to the CEC at the moment of drafting the budget and planning the needs for election materials, the CEC has to approve the purchase and use of these special devices in the voting centers now. The blind voter is taught how to use the special device and is provided with it, upon his/her request.
Under these conditions, considering the practice of 2005 the CEC should decide on using the use of mask, an instrument where the ballot sheet is put. This instrument has the same form and content as that of the ballot sheet, but has the alphabet for the blind people. To implement this process, each voting center should be provided with this instrument.
FOR THESE REASONS
The Central Election Commission, based on Article 21, item 1, and Article 108, item 8, of Law No.10019, dated 29.12.2008 “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”, 
DECIDED
1. To use the special device in each voting center (the mask), enabling the blind voters to read independently the ballot sheet.
2. To purchase 5 000 units of special assistive devices (mask), which shall be used according to the specifications in item 1 of this Decision.
This decision comes immediately into effect.

A complaint against this Decision can be filed with at the Electoral College in the Appeal Court of Tirana, within 5 days from its publication.
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