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REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
CENTRAL ELECTION COMMISSION
INSTRUCTION
No. 17, date 22.05.2009

ON 
COLLECTION, ADMINISTRATION AND  PUBLICATION OF INFORMATION ON BALLOT COUNTING PROCESS FOR 2009 ELECTIONS TO THE ALBANIAN ASSEMBLY 

The Central Election Commission, based on article 21, point 1, article 119, point 2 and article 122, point 3, of the law no. 10019, dated 29.12.2008 “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”, 

   INSTRUCTS

 Article 1
Scope
The purpose of this Instruction is to establish the procedures to be followed by the CEAZ and the CEC on the collection, administration and publication of information on the ballot counting process for 2009 elections to the Albanian Assembly.  
Article 2
Information provided by the CEAZ
At the end of the voting, the CEAZ shall send to the CEC information on:
a. Regularity of the ballot boxes and voting materials received by the VCCs; 
b. Election results of each voting center for the political parties and candidates proposed by the voters as provided in this Instruction.  
c. The approval of the Aggregate Table of Results for the respective election administration zone.  

Article 3
Content of information on election results 
1. The information on the ballot counting process is based on the tables of results completed by the Counting Teams and delivered to the CEAZ.   
2. The information for each VC shall contain:
a. Number of unused ballots; 
b. Number of damaged ballots;
c. Number of ballots found in the ballot box; 
d. Number of invalid ballots;

e. Number of valid ballots;

f. The distribution of valid ballots for political parties and running candidates.  

Article 4

Responsibility to report information to the CEC 

The delivery of information to the CEC, specified in this Instruction, is done under the direction and responsibility of the CEAZ Secretary.  

Article 5
Procedure of providing information on results from the CEAZ to the CEC
1. The CEAZ electronically delivers to the CEC, for each VC, the information provided for in article “a”, article 2 of this Instruction, immediately after it receives the ballot boxes and boxes of election materials from all VCCs.   
2. The CEAZ electronically delivers to the CEC, for each VC, the information provided for in letter “b”, article 2 of this Instruction, immediately after the receipt of the tabulation of results from the Counting Team. This process continues until the end of the evaluation and counting of the ballots and delivery of all tables of results by Counting Teams according to the following procedure:  
a. After the Counting Team (CT) delivers the table of result of a Voting Center, the CEAZ Secretary hands it to the data operator. The operator inputs the data of the tabulation of results in the electronic application in computer and prints the electronic information. Once the application is printed, it is not possible to edit or write it.   
b. The printed table from the electronic application is delivered to the Counting Team by the CEAZ secretary, to verify the accuracy of the data.  
b.1 If the information in the table of results filled in by hand and the one printed from the electronic application are the same, the CEAZ Secretary orders the operator to electronically send the results to the CEC.  
b.2 If the information in the table of results filled in by hand and the one printed electronically are different, the first counter of the Counting Team writes the correction by hand in the printed paper and this paper is signed by the CT members. The CEAZ Secretary turns the application into an editable/writable one and instructs the operator to correct the inaccurate data and then repeats the procedure of printing, verification and delivery to the CEC.    
3. The printed format is attached to the original table of results and serves as an official documentation delivered to the CEC.  
4. At the end of the counting process in all VCs and after the CEAZ approves the Aggregate Table of Results for the respective EAZ, the CEAZ Secretary instructs the operator to send electronically to the CEC the confirmation of the approval.  
Article 6

The publication of information on ballot counting process 
Upon receiving information by the CEAZs, the CEC publishes the results on an election zone/ regional scale.  
This information is published in the monitors of the media hall in the CEC, the CEC webpage and is printed in paper. 
The information will consist in the number of valid votes won and the respective percentages for each coalition, party and candidate proposed by voters.  
Article 7

The information published by the CEC also includes the total number of VCs in the respective election zone and the number of Voting Centers, based on which the result is calculated.    

Article 8

The information published pursuant to this Instruction is not the official result.  

Article 9

This Instruction comes into force upon the publication in the Official Journal. 
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