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REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
CENTRAL ELECTION COMMISSION
INSTRUCTION
ON
CEAZ PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA FOR ACCREDITATION OF ELECTION OBSERVERS IN CEAZ, VCC AND BCC, FOR JUNE 28, 2009 ELECTIONS TO ALBANIAN ASSEMBLY 
The Central Election Commission, based on article 21, point 1, article 23, point 1/b and 2, article 6, point 1, 3, 4 and 6, article 7, article 116, point 6, article 118 and 122, point 4 of the law no.10019, dated 29.12.2008 “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”, article 27, point 2 of the Code of Administrative Procedures, 
 Instructs:

  Article 1

 Scope
The purpose of this Instruction is to define the accreditation procedures and criteria for observers of electoral subjects in the Commission of Election Administration Zone (CEAZ), the Voting Center Commission (VCC) and Ballot Counting Team (BCT) by CEAZ in 2009 elections to Albanian Assembly.    

Article 2
The right to appoint observers 

1. Every political party or coalition registered with the CEC as an electoral subject, has the right to appoint an observer in the CEAZ, VCC and in each Ballot Counting Center (BCC) desk, after the registration of the multi-name lists in the CEC, pursuant to the provisions of the Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania.  

2. For the political parties that run in elections as a coalition, the right to appoint observers rests with the coalition.   
3. The political party candidates have no right to appoint observers. 
4. The candidates proposed by a specific group of voters in their respective zones, have the right to appoint one observer in each CEAZ, VCC and BCC. 
Article 3

Observers Accreditation 

1. The CEC delegates to the CEAZ the powers to accredit observers of electoral subjects, specified in article 2 of this Instruction.  
2. The CEAZ accredits the electoral subjects observers according to article 2 of this Instruction, based on the personal data of each observer.  
3. The accreditation can include one or more Voting Centers inside the Election Administration Zone.
4. Each electoral subject can require the accreditation of only one observer in the CEAZ and VCC. The observer of the electoral subject, accredited in the CEAZ, can also observe the election process in voting centers of this Election Administration Zone.   

5. The Voting Center Commission, under no circumstances, shall allow a political party, coalition, candidate proposed by voters, to have more than one voter present in one voting center.  
6. The accreditation of observers in the Ballot Counting Center, cannot include more than one voting center. The political parties and coalition can require for each BCT, the accreditation of a number of observers that is equal to the number counting desks in these centers. The CEAZ observer can also be an observer of BCC.  
Article 4

Observers’ Criteria
Each Albanian citizen that meets the following criteria:

a) Is an eligible voter;

b) Has not been sentenced by a final court ruling for a crime.
Can be appointed as observer. 

Article 5

The request to appoint observers
1. The request of electoral subjects specified in article 2 of this Instruction on accreditation of observers in CEAZ, VCC and BCT, are submitted to the respective CEAZ. 
2.  The request shall have attached: 

a) list of observers that require accreditation with the CEAZ, VCC/BCC, signed on each page by the party chairman/ representative of the coalition/candidate proposed by voters or another authorized person, according to the model in Link1, attached to this Decision.  

c) A certification that the party/coalition/candidate proposed by voters is registered with the CEC and has submitted the multi-name lists. 
d)  A statement of the observer on his criminal record.  

Article 6

Applicants for accreditation 
The request for accreditation of observers and the respective documentation can be submitted by the authorized people and the leading body of the party/coalition representative/candidate proposed by voters. The authorization act is filed with the CEAZ.

Article 7

Deadlines of accreditation requests
1. The requests of electoral subjects for the accreditation of observers are submitted to the CEAZ no later than 15 days prior to elections.  
2. The CEAZ approves the requests of electoral subjects for accreditation of observers no later than five days after their submission.  
3. In case there is a lack of submitted documentation, in the form or content, the CEAZ decides to send it back to the respective electoral subject. 
4. The completed documentation is re-submitted to the CEAZ within 24 hours after the decision to send back the documents is taken; the second verification of the re-submitted documentation is done by the CEAZ within 24 hours after it has been submitted. 

5. An administrative complaint can be filed against the rejection of the accreditation request by CEAZ, based on provisions of article 124, point 2 of the Electoral Code. The complaint should be submitted within three days after the decision to reject the request has been released.  
Article 8

Observers’ authorization and term 

1.
The observers approved by the decision of the respective CEAZ, are registered by the Secretary of the CEAZ in the CEAZ Protocol Book and are provided with the respective authorization, according to the template defined in Link 2, attached to this Instruction. 
2.
Observers can observe only the election premises established in the CEAZ authorization. 
3.
The authorization issued by the CEAZ shall contain:
a) full name of the observer; 

b) name of electoral subject that appoints him as observer;

c) Voting Center/Ballot Counting Center/CEAZ.
The authorization bears the seal of the CEAZ and is signed by the CEAZ chairman and secretary. 
Article 9

       Rights and duties of observers
The observers have the following rights:

a) To observe freely all the aspects of preparation and conduct of elections;
b) to submit written findings to all elections commissions on all the types of irregularities they observe;
c)to see or observe the election process documents or materials. 

The observers of electoral subjects accredited in the Ballot Counting Center have the following rights, in addition to the ones specified in point 1 of this article:

a) They inform the CEAZ (this is done by raising their hand) in case they find irregularities or errors during the ballot counting process (during the verification of the election materials in the box as compared to the data on the ballots in the ballot box), according to article 116 of the Electoral Code;  

b) They object to the classification of the ballot made by the first counter of the BCT, pursuant to paragraph 3, point 2, article 118 of the Electoral Code;

c) They receive copies of the aggregate tables of results of the EAZ, the tabulation of results of voting centers and copies of records of findings. 
2.
The observers have the following duties:

a)to observe the provisions of the Electoral Code and the CEC instructions on election observation, as well as the instructions and decisions of the CEAZ where he/she is accredited.   

b) they should not make any propaganda in favor of any candidate, party or coalition inside the voting premises

c)to appear in the elections commissions with the authorization issued by the CEAZ; accompanied by a personal identification document, such as : passport, ID card.  

ç)they should not wear distinctive signs that are considered as propaganda or  influence the voters will;  

d) they should not violate the confidential voting right and they should not hinder the voting process and that of ballot counting;
e) observers of electoral subjects accredited in the BCC during the process of ballot counting and classification shall stay in the place assigned to them by the CEAZ;
f) they shall observe the rules of ethics in relation to elections commissioners and other observers; they shall not express any comments or debate about the voting process conduct;   

Article 10

This Instruction comes into effect after its publication in the Official Journal.
The authorization
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