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INSTRUCTION
ON
DUTIES OF THE STATE POLICE AND ARMY IN 2009 ELECTIONS TO THE ALBANIAN ASSEMBLY
The Central Election Commission based on Article 21, point 1, Article 5, Article 109, Article 110, point 2, Article 114, point 2 and 3, Article 115, point 7, Article 121, point 2, of Law No. 10019, dated 29.12.2008 “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”, and letter “ë” of point 1 of Article 4 of Law No. 9749, dated 04.06.2007 “On the State Police”
INSTRUCTS:

Article 1

Scope
The purpose of this instruction is to establish the duties of the State Police and Armed Forces during the 2009 elections to the Assembly.
Article 2

Definitions
For the purpose of this Instruction, “electoral objects” shall refer to the place where the Voting Centre, Commission of Electoral Administration Zone and Ballot Counting Centre are based.
Article 3

General Principles
1. The order and security during the election period is guarded by the State Police.
2. The Quick Intervention Force and Special Police Force are prohibited to guard the electoral objects.
3. The State Police and Army cannot be involved in actions that might infringe the voter’s will.

4. It is also prohibited the use of commando troops and other military forces during electoral period, except for when provided otherwise by a written order of the Minister of Interior and the Minister of Defense, and when they are needed for the protection of high importance Objects or when they substitute the Object Police Force. In the above cases, the written order of the Minister is sent to the CEC within 5 days before it comes into force. In special cases, a copy of the written order is immediately sent to the CEC.
5. The use of commando troops and other forces to guard objects related to elections, is prohibited.
6. During the electoral period, it is prohibited to perform military exercises and maneuvers outside outside military units or deployment centers, by the military forces.
7. It is prohibited the use or involvement of officers or the structures of State Intelligence Service in events related to elections or actions that might infringe the voters’ will.

Article 4
Communication between the CEC, Police Forces and Army
1. The General Director of the State Police, throughout the electoral period, delivers immediately to the CEC copies of orders on mobilizing the Special Forces and Quick Intervention Forces.
2. The General Director of the State Police, throughout the electoral period, delivers immediately to the CEC copies of orders on mobilizing State Police assigned with electoral tasks.
3. If the CEC deems that the activity of State Police or military forces, might damage or inhibit administration and conduct of free, fair, democratic and transparent elections, it has the right to inquire information. The respective institution is obliged to immediately file a report on the actions taken and take measures for law enforcement. 
4. The CEC delivers to the General Director of the State Police, 30 days prior the election date, the complete list of electoral objects and their correct addresses.
5. The General Director should submit to the CEC, 10 days prior the election date, the full list of the employees and their respective tasks during elections. He is obliged to immediately inform the CEC on any change in the list.

6. For each of the employees in the list, it should be available the personal data, his rank, his functional duties, the position/ location of the employee during the election time, the type of police service he is involved in and the detailed description of duties.    
7. On problems that may arise during the election period and which are related to the conduct of the State Police officers, the CEAZ address to the Head of Regional Police where the CEAZ s located and immediately informs the CEC.   

Article 5
Protection of electoral objects 
1. The CEAZ office is protected by the State Police officer, from the moment the voting materials arrive up to the election date. The protection takes place from 20.00 hrs to 8.00 of the next day.

2. Despite article 1 provisions, the State Police Officer does not protect the CEAZ office when the latter is at work.
3. The protection service according to point 1 of this article starts immediately with the submission of the request to the CEAZ Chairman. The request is in writing and is sent, in any case, to the police officer and chief of the police station responsible for the Local Government Unit, where the CEAZ is based. The General Director of the Region Police is informed of the request.   
4. The chairman of CEAZ, no later than 7 days before the elections, sends in writing, to the chief of the police station in the Local Government Unit where the CEAZ is based. The notification contains the location of the CEAZ and the working hours.
5. The police organize the protection of the Voting Centers during the night before the elections, start from the moment the voting materials arrived at the VCC until the moment it starts the preliminary actions for opening the voting.   
6. The police organizes the protection of the environment of the Ballot Counting Teams from 18 00 hrs in the Election Day until the moment the tabulation of results is issued by the CEAZ.
7. The State Police Officer stays outside the Ballot Counting Center, according to the instructions of the CEAZ.  
Article 6
Allowing the State Police to enter the BCC premises 
1. During the process of ballot counting, when the CEAZ finds that in the BCC premises other people are present, in addition to those provided for in the first paragraph of Article 121, of the Electoral Code, it demands their removal. I case of refusal, it decides on notifying the State Police officers and records the notification in the Protocol Book.
2. When the order in the Ballot Counting Centre is threatened, the CEAZ by its decision calls the State Police.

3. The decision on requesting help to restore order is submitted in writing to the State Police authorities containing a brief description of the causes and circumstances.

4. Upon decision making, the CEAZ Chairman, Deputy Chairman and each member, immediately calls the Police and notifies the CEC regarding the incident occurred.

5. When the Police appear in the Ballot Counting Centre, CEAZ immediately delivers to them a copy of the decision on requesting police intervention. This decision is signed and sealed by this commission.
6. Once the order is restored in the Ballot Counting Centre, the CEAZ by its decision demands the State Police to leave.
7. The CEAZ decision regarding the intervention is made according to Model 32, attached to this Instruction.

Article 7
Allowing the State Police officers to enter the Voting Centre premises
1. When the order or the normal conduct of the voting process is threatened in the voting centre, the VCC by its decision calls the State Police authorities.

2. The Decision on requesting help to restore the order is submitted in writing to the State Police authorities and contains a brief description of the causes and circumstances.

3. Upon decision making, the VCC Chairman, Deputy Chairman and each member call immediately the Police and notifies the CEAZ regarding the incident occurred.
4. When the Police officers appear in the Voting Centre, the VCC immediately delivers to them prior to intervention a copy of the decision on requesting police intervention. This decision is signed and sealed by this commission. 

5. Once the order is restored in the voting centre, the VCC by its decision by its decision demands the State Police to leave.

Article 8
Police uniform and armament
1. Officers of the State Police assigned with electoral tasks pursuant to this Instruction, are obliged to keep, while on duty, the uniform and the identification document according to the model defined in Attachment 1 of this Instruction.
2. Officers of the State Police Forces assigned to serve during elections, keep only the waste armament (gun).

3. Officers of the Police Forces are obliged to keep, in addition to the personal waist armament, a machine gun, if they are assigned to protect electoral objects during the night and to accompany the ballot boxes from the Voting Centre to the Ballot Counting Center, except for the cases when they are in charge of protecting the building where the Ballot Counting Centre is established.
Article 9
Police movements
1. The movement of Police forces assigned with electoral tasks, is carried out only with the police vehicles and only if their intervention is respectively required by the CEC, CEAZ or the VCC.
2. Vehicles with civil number-plates used by the police in these elections should bear distinctive signs that show that these forces are assigned election related tasks. Civil number-plates and distinctive signs are filed in the CEC no later than 10 days prior to election date.
Article 10
Police location
1. Police officers who are assigned with duties during elections, except for those whose duty is to guard the electoral objects, 24 hours prior to Election date and on the election date, stay inside the police stations or are deployed away from the inhabited areas.
2. No armed people, including the police forces and armed forces, shall be allowed to stay or enter the election premises.
3. Exceptions are made to definitions in point 2 of this Article, for the cases when the presence of police force is respectively required by the CEAZ or VCC and in the case of the presence of prison police officers within the prison territory or detention place, where a special voting center is established.
Article 11
Escort of ballot boxes and election materials
1. When the voting process is closed, the VCC Chairman informs the police station and the CEAZ asking them to send to the VCC the police officer, a permanent employee of the State Police excluding the criminal police (Department of Crime Investigation), who shall escort the ballot boxes and the box with the election materials.
2. The police officer arrives at the time determined by the VCC and waits at the entrance, until the members and the secretary leave the building with the ballot boxes and the box with the election materials.
3. The ballot boxes and the box with election materials from the VCC are escorted to the Ballot Counting Centre by a vehicle, where the VCC members, secretary and a State Police officer are seated.
4. During the escort, the box and the other election materials are administered only by the VCC Chairman, Deputy Chairman and its members. In no case, has the police officer the right to come into possession or have contacts with the above mentioned materials.

5. The police officer in charge of the escort of ballot boxes and the box with election materials from the Voting Center to the Ballot Counting Center guarantees their escort and makes sure the ballot boxes are not touched by third parties.
6. The police officer in charge of the escort of ballot boxes and the box with election materials according to the definitions of point 3 and 4 of this Article, regarding any irregularities found during the escort process from the VCC to the Ballot Counting Centre, drafts a service report and at the same time notifies its superior. The latter, notifies the head of the Police Station and the CEAZ. 

7. After the delivery of the ballot boxes and the box with election materials, the police officer signs the record of receipt in accordance with the model adopted by the CEC, receives a copy of the record and immediately leaves the CEAZ premises.
Article 12
This Instruction comes into force after its publication in the Official Journal.
Model of the decision
1
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