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REPUBLIKA E SHQIPERISE

KOMISIONI QENDROR I ZGJEDHJEVE
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DECISION
ON THE REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE MEDIA MONITORING BOARD FROM 22.05.2015 TO 04.06.2015 
Central Election Commission in its meeting on 10.06.2015, with the participation of:

Lefterije       LUZI-            Chairwoman

Denar          BIBA-            Deputy Chair

Edlira          JORGAQI-       Member

Gezim         VELESHNJA-    Member

Hysen         OSMANAJ-       Member

Klement       ZGURI-          Member

Vera            SHTJEFNI-      Member

Reviwed the case
OBJECT: 
Review of the report of the Media Monitoring Board from 22.05.2015 till 04.06.2015.      

LEGAL BASE:     
Article 23, point 1, article 65 ,Law nr.10019, date 29.12.2008, “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania” ,amended.
After reviewing the documentation presented to the Central Electoral Commission and hearing the discussion of the representatives of the political parties ;
OBSERVES THAT
The Media Monitoring Board has presented to the CEC a monitoring report covering the period from  22.05.2015 till 04.06.2015. The report details the covering of the electoral campaign of the political parties participating in the Election of Local Government Bodies of 21.06.2015 in the radios and television under scrutiny.  
This report is composed by report on the covering of the electoral campaign days from 22.06.2015 till 04.06.2015.
Together with the report , the Media Monitoring Board has presented a table showing the time calculation for every electronic media monitored by the MMB, allocated to political parties in the news  or other tv programs as well as  for spots and commercials. All daily report has been signed by all the seven  members, while the final report has been signed by the majority of the  members. The members of the minority of the MMB have also presented their opinions, according to which:
In the 2 of June 2015 ,the Democratic Party, Mati Branch has presented to the MMB an appeal concerning the unfair coverage of the campaign by the media operator TV Mat. The MMB does not have any monitoring operators in Mat while AMA (Audio-visual Media Agency) does not offer the possibility of connection to the monitoring stations. MMB in collaboration with AMA has completed the relative inspection of the Mat TV, obtaining the registrations for the period 22.05.2015-31.05.2015, which are being scrutinized. After the results the MMB shall make the relative proposals. 

In the meeting of 03.05.2015, the MMB took in consideration the appeal of the political subject, the Democratic Party, Vlora branch, on the television operator Vlora Channel, concerning the unfair coverage of the campaign by this subject. The MMB reviewed the material presented by the appealing subject. The transmitted material is 4.67 minutes long. From the  scrutiny results that there are denigrating comments and propaganda against the candidate of the DP. Four members of the board proposed to the CEC to take the relative measures ,fining the media operator Vlora Channel with 1 million lek, according to the article 84/2, letter “ç” .

According to the data of the MMB, the TVSH has breached the article 81,point 1, which requires an evenly distribution of time covering parties which have obtained more than 20% of the seats in the Parliament. 

The TVSH has changed the time distribution proportions ,according to article 81,point 1, where Social Movement for Integration, has a coverage of 107 minutes, Republican Party 13 minutes, Democratic Party for Unity and Integration 16 minutes and the Party Union for Human Rights 1.17 minutes.
The subject the Democratic Party has a coverage of 259 minutes while the Socialist Party has a coverage of 238 minutes. None of those figures doubles the time of the forur parties that have more than 20 % of seats in the Parliament.  
The MMB has also found out that the coverage of non parliamentarian parties, the Party of Social Democracy (7.7) and the New Democratic Aspiration (6.2) is higher than that of the parliamentarian parties like the Party Union for Human Rights (1.17), breaching the article 81,point 4 of the Electoral Code.

The MMB, taking in consideration the article 81, point 1 and 2 of the Electoral Code, proposes : the CEC should order the media operator the TVSH to reduce in the same measure the time coverage for the party or the coalition or the compensation of other parties or coalition with the extra minutes coverage within 48 hours. 
The MMB ,according to the article 84, letter 2 of the Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania ,proposes to the CEC to fine the ( with 1,500,000 lek for the local television operator and 3,000,000 lek the national television operator) for the breach of disproportionality of time coverage, between  subjects that have 20 % of seats in the Parliament, for the following local operators: 

National Operators:

Top Channel

TV Klan

Local Operators:

Vizion Plus

Ora News
Top News
Abc News
News 24

A1 Report

Albanian Screen

Ufo Tv

Agon Channel

Channel One

The same punitive measures is proposed for the media operators that result in  considerable differences in the coverage of more than 200 minutes between  subjects that have more than 20% of the seats in the Parliaments and the breached proportion of time coverage among the electoral subjects that have more than 20 % of seats in the Parliament, as follows: 
Antena Nord

TV Rozafa

TV 1 Channel

Onufri Tv

Skampa TV
Another breach has been noted concerning the transmitting out of allowed time limits bands that are from  15:00 to  18:00 and from 21:00 to 24:00 as  stated by article 84, point 7 of the Electoral Code. The MMB proposes measures according to the article 84, point 9 for the operators: 
TV Klan

AS

Agon Channel

Channel One

Abc News
A1 Report

Ora News
The time coverage for the sport of the Socialist Movement for Integration transmitted by Ora News has reached the time limit of 90 minutes according to the Electoral Code, point 5.

Moreover the minority members of the MMB has presented their view, according to which the private media operators, on which the MMB report proposes administrative fines, for objective reasons cannot balance the time coverage of other subjects as stated in the article 84 of the Electoral Code. 

For these reasons the minority members of  the MMB do not agree with the proposals of the MMB according to which the balance between the electoral subjects can be restored with the compensation in additional minutes coverage. 
The CEC, after the review of the MMB, taking in consideration all the explanations given by the members of the MMB ,observes that: 

The report of the MMB covers the monitoring of the electoral campaign till the 4th  of June 2015. From the monitoring of the electoral campaign till the 7th of June, according to the declarations of the MMB members, results that the trend is toward balancing the electoral subjects time coverage, as stated in the article 84 of the Electoral Code.

Moreover, given that the decision of the CEC for the review of the MMB first  week monitoring report has been obtained the 1 of June 2015, the time redressing in the disposal of subject ,till the second report of the MMB is too short. In these conditions the CEC demands to the MMB to release a third report till the 13th of June 2015, and at the same time to order all television operators to compensate with additional time coverage ,according to the time coverage as shown in the report. 

The CEC finds out that the operator Ora News, according to the article 84, point 5, has reached the time limits for the airing of electoral spots for the subject SMI, and in these conditions the above mentioned operator should stop the airing of electoral spot for this electoral subject. 

In relation to the appeal presented by the Democratic Party, Vlora Branch, for the airing of a denigrative spot by the local operator Vlora Channel, the CEC finds out that in the material airing is presented the campaign of the representative of the Alliance for Work and Dignity synchronized with parts of Albanian old films, containing denigrative propaganda for the candidate of this subject for the Municipality of Vlora. In the conditions where the above mentioned operator has breached the indications contained in the article 84,point 4 of the Electoral Code, such materials should be terminated from airing.
From the review of the report of the MMB, CEC finds also out that the television operators have repetitively aired political spots, out of the indicated time bands as indicated by the article 84,point 7 of the Electoral Code. In these conditions, CEC wants to raise the attention of all the operators to transmit political spots, within the time bands indicated by the law (15.00-18.00 and  21.00-24.00)
FOR THESE REASONS

The Central Electoral Committee, based on Article 23, point 1, article 85 ,Law nr.10019, date 29.12.2008, “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”, amended 
DECIDED TO:
1. Order the operator Albanian Public Television to compensate with additional coverage time in its news bulletin, the parliamentarian political parties which hold 20 % of the mandates in the Parliament with the same amount of time allocated to the Socialist Movement for Integration, within 48 hours.  
2. Order the compensation of political parties holding 20 % of the seats in the Parliament with coverage time up to  ½ of the time allocated to parliamentary parties holding more than 20% of the seats, within the 13 of June 2015 for the following TV operators.  
a) Top Channel

b) TV Klan

c) Vizion Plus

d) Ora News
e) Top News
f)   Abc News
g) News 24

h) A1 Report

i)   Albanian Screen

j)   Ufo Tv

k) Agon Channel

l)   Channel One

m) Antena Nord

n) TV Rozafa

3. Order the operator Ora News to block the airing of the political spots of the subject Socialist Party of Integration.  

4. Order the airing of political spots within the time bands indicated by  article 84, point 7  of the Electoral Code (15.00-18.00 and 21.00-24.00), for the following operators :
a) Tv Klan

b) AS

c) Agon Channel

d) Channel One

e) Abc News
f) A1 Report

g) Ora News
5. Order the operator Vlora Channel to block the airing of the denigrating material on the candidate for Mayor of the Municipality of Vlora, proposed by Alliance for Work and Dignity coalition, in which are contained parts of old Albanian movies.
This decision comes into effect immediately

This decision may be subject of appeal in the Electoral College, in the Court of the First Grade of Tirana, within 5 days from the promulgation.
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