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REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
CENTRAL ELECTION COMMISSION
INSTRUCTION
  No. 13, Dated 22.04.2009
ON ACCREDITATION PROCEDURES AND ELECTION OBSERVATION RULES FOR ALBANIAN AND FOREIGN NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION, INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS, REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN STATES AND MEDIA  
The Central Election Commission, based on articles 6 (point 2, 4 and 5), article 7 and 21, point 1 of the law no. 10019, dated 29.12.2008, “The Electoral Code of the Republic of Albania”, 

INSTRUCTS
PART I

SCOPE AND DEFINITION 

 Article 1

Scope
This Instruction establishes the accreditation criteria, the rights and duties, the criteria and standards to be met by non-government organizations, Albanian and foreign ones, international organizations and representatives of foreign states and the media.    
Article 2
Observation Criteria
1- The observer shall be proposed by one of the subjects specified in article 1. 
2- The observer shall be an eligible voter and shall not have been sentenced. 
Article 3
Observers Term  
1.  The observers exercise their activity in compliance with the terms established in the authorization provided to them by the CEC. 

2. Long-term Observers are the individuals authorized by the CEC to observe the process, from the accreditation moment until the final elections result is announced. 
3. Short-term Observers are the individuals authorized by the CEC to observe the process 72 hours prior to elections until the end of the ballot counting process.  
                                                        PART II

PROCEDURE FOR OBSERVERS’ DEPLOYMENT
Article 4
Accreditation Request
The subjects mentioned in this Instruction, which require observing the elections, shall submit the following documentation to the CEC: 

a. Request from the Head or representative of the entity that requests to observe the election process, which should contain the following:
· address
· phone number
· other contact information
b. The court/ Ministry of Foreign Affairs registration decision and/or the respective invitation letter.

c. Separate lists for
· Long-term observers (model no.01-LV)
· Short-term observers (model no.02-LV)
· Names of translators proposed (model no.03-LP).
The request for accreditation and the list of observers are submitted in writing, pursuant to point c. The request of the entity, shall have attached copies of Excel lists in an electronic format, according to models no. 01-LV, 02-LV and 03-LP, attached to this Instruction.
Article 5
Responsibilities of electoral subjects
The subjects that require observing elections are responsible for the following:
a. The accuracy of submitted documentation 
b. The accuracy of personal data submitted for each of the observers proposed 

The observing subjects are responsible for communicating the content of this Instruction to all their observers.  
Article 6
Deadlines
1. The Albanian subjects that require to observe the elections, must submit the requests and the respective documentation, established in article 4 of this Instruction, no later than 15 days prior to elections. 
2. The foreign organizations shall submit the relevant requests and documentation no later than 72 days prior to elections.
Article 7
The right to complain
An complaint can be filed against a CEC decision rejecting observers’ accreditation in the Electoral College in Tirana Court of Appeals.  

PART III

OBSERVERS’ IDENTIFICATION
Article 8
 Observers’ Authorization
1. Each observer shall be provided with the respective authorization by the CEC, according to model No. 04-AV, attached to this Instruction.

2. The authorization is valid for the election units, voting centers or Ballot Counting Center, pursuant to the authorization note and gives the observer the right to enter and say inside their premises, in conformity with the rights and duties granted by the Electoral Code and other secondary acts of the CEC.   
3. The authorization also shows the validity term.  
Article 9
Observers’ Conduct 
1. The observers can stay inside the CEAZ, the VCC and BCC.

2. They should go to the elections commission provided with the authorization issued by the CEC and a personal identification document.   
3. The CEAZ or the VCC mark in the record the observer’s name, the organization he represents and the identification document number. 
4. The Voting Center cannot have, at the same time, more than two observers from a foreign observing organization; it also cannot have more than one observer of a domestic organization at the same time. 
5. The Ballot Counting Center (BCC) cannot have more than one observer from a subject than the number of the counting tables. Each counting table shall have no more than one observer for each subject. 

6. The foreign observers can be accompanied by an interpreter inside the election premises. The interpreter is provided with the respective authorization issued by the CEC, according to the model No. 05-AP, attached to this Instruction and a personal identification document. The interpreter cannot enter unaccompanied in the premises of CEAZ, VCC or in the Ballot Counting Center. 

PART IV

OBSERVERS’ RIGHTS AND DUTIES
Article 10
Observers’ Rights
The observers have the following rights, in addition to those provided for in article 7, point 1 of the Electoral Code:
a. Ask questions to the Election Commission, without becoming an obstacle to its activity; 
b. To enter and exit freely the election premises freely.
Article 11
Observers’ Duties 
In addition to the duties provided for in article 7, point 2 of the Electoral Code, the observers have the following duties: 
a) Not to interfere with the electoral process, the procedures of the election day, ballot counting process, the announcement of results and Elections Commissions activity;  
b) To follow the rules of ethics inside the election premises; 
c)  Not to comment on and/or debate the decisions of the VCC/CEAZ/BCT and the voting process.   

PART V

FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 12
This Instruction comes into effect immediately after its publication in the Official Journal.  
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